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REMARKS BY CAROL H. RASCO 
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF Summit 

Tuesday, October 25, 1994 . 

Good evening and many, many thanks for inviting me 

to address you this evenung during your 65th year of 

~eague service. 

It is somewhat overwhelming to be before you 

tonight...in many ways it does not seem like that long 

ago but in others it seems a couple of lifetimes ag·o 

when the doorbell-· rang at my 'front door in Little 

Roc~~~ember Sunday afternoon..J had a thre~ 
year old waking up from a nap, my arms literally 

mixing baked beans up to ~y. elbows for a huge 

church youth group at First United Met~odist ?hurch 
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dinner where I served as counselor.... and there at the 

door was my good friend· Carol Lynn Sherman who 

said something about inviting me to join the Junior 

. League ...little did I know that knock at the door was 

the opening to a vast lea.rning experience and one 

that tru.thfully gave me many of the skills I use daily
, 

in my work in the White House. The League 

experience was one of "hands on" experience, not 

academic learning. 

Cookbook - Diplomacy, complex and very different. 

components converging to make a whole'. 
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(~V'5~~\f-~~~ 
, OSA - I led this activity for the Little Rock League's 

first time and learned a lot about putting· together, 

administering, analyzing and utilizin~~Wst 
, 

Riverfesf - I was in charge of e'ntertainmentwhere I 

learned a lot about big egos and being politic; ~~ 
, ~ Ll\.eNQ. ~D,G. 

Nominating Committee - Consensus building - a most 


va.luable skill in the policy making arena. 


Bargain Barn/Scary - I had never liked selling stuff, 

not even Girl Scout cookues; I'd never even been to a 

garage sale, much less held one, and I hadn't been a 

League member very long. But I quickly learned that 
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scary, new adventures i'n life can be sO,me of the 


, bestl 

The value of fun - sm iles 

I come tonight to you to renew my strong personal 

commitment to ,your dedication to s,ervice to 

community and the commitment of the Clinton 

, Administration to .the same goal. I come also to 

reflect with you on the challenges before us as ' 

individuals part of larger groups. 
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During my short number of years as a classroom 


teacher and elementary counselor when I sometimes 

had children from homes with. outhouses or even a 

. dirt floor sitting beside children of ·affluence, during 

my volunteer days when I worked on foster care, 

juvenile justice, the arts and adult probation issues, 

thro~ghout my 20 years of parenting and advocating 

for two children, one a child labelled as cerebral 

.palsied and retarded as well as a child labelled 

"normal; through 15+ years of actively working in 

government...throughout all of this I have mourned 

most two things: 
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(1) An increasing poverty. of spirit, particularly among 

children 

(2) Our society's piecemeal views of individuals, , 

families and communities. 

The Domestic Policy Council's operating prem ise is a 

si~ple sentence in text: 

Every child 'shall be empowered to develop to her/his 

fullest potential throughout life.· If we are· truly 

serious about a better economy, com petitiveness, 

etc. for our country, we have not a child to 

waste· ... andeach of those children must be 
\ 

empowered to become the very best she or he can. 
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This means we will be committed at the top in DC but 

it also means the necessary empowerment of 

pa.rents, neighborhoods, com'munities and voluntary
. . 

. (

organizati,ons across this country to work together 

for the greater good. It means looking at these units 

as a whole -- th~ integration of huma.n services with 

economic development. 

If the above statement of empowering children is the 

premise ­

then: FAC,ES 

(1) Look it up! 
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(2) What child's face is before you? . 


The Clinton administration has been committed from 

the beginning to a reinvention of government for 

families ... asyou look ·over our key domestic 

accomplishments, "family" is central: 

..an economic package and indicators which show a 

great good beginning: 1111 the~~e~ months, this 

economy has producedl~ejObS in the private 

sector than in the previous four years. ~ 

~. \~q2, ~~ IS ~ V\QtUi/"c ~. 
~ . .. rsvJ-) ( 

. ~.~~~~~~(Q.j~nD/ . 
. ~~. \\t .. _ . , ,-v ~ 
~~~~~)'~l4~ 
.j) -~~~ 
~\\(\~--". lA," ~o:t-~'~ . 
-.-~0\'-' v lJ, ?f1{)5, . . 



-the. Family Leave Law which says you can't be fired 


if you take a little time off when a baby is. born or a 
, 

parent is sick. 

..a reform of the college Ie)an program and n-ational 

service - an designed to give more Americans a 

chance to broaden the availability of further 

education while in many cases giving those citizens a 

chance to serve their communities at home, to help 

repair the frayed bonds of community. 
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..a change in the Earned Income Tax Credit which on 


April 15th gave between ~5 million and 18 millon 

working families on modest incomes a tax cut, not a 

tax increase.' 

~-the introduction of the debate on comprehensive, 

. health care reform leading toward guaranteed health 

security for all Americans. 

-immunization: October 1. 


-Crime bill - punishmentltprevention 


But we must do more ... we MUST do more. 
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President Clinton said that, "yes, we will deal with ,the 

ravages of crime and drugs andviolence," BUT 
/ 

,uunless we recognize that it~s due to the breakdown 

of the family, the community and the disappearance 

.of jobs... and unless we say some of this cannot be 

done by government because we have to reach deep 

. inside to the values, the spirit, the soul and the truth 

of human nature ... none of the other things we seek to 

do will ever take us where we need togo.II 

No, it can't be done by government PROGRAMS in 

. the traditional sense but we in government need help 

in thinking through how we best stimulate this 

process of individual, family and community. healing 

growth, t~atis where real reinvention must occur. 

11 



I am reminded inwardly on a constant basis of what 

an elderly physical therapist who had d~dicated her 

life to young ~isabled children told me early in my 

. son's life ... she said, "Carol, I don't know a lot of' 

. philosophy or theory about programs for children like 

Hamp, but I think the best thing I can tell you as a 

parent is to remember the words of Joseph Addison, 

an essayist, poet "Everyone must have 

Something
. 

to do 
~. 

Someone to love. 

Something to hope for. II 

12 



· And how right she was and is in the case of not only. 


Hamp, but all people with whom I've worked....and so 

at each age of life in our qu~st to reinvent how we 

approach the problems of our families and children, 

we must ask' 

What do they have to do? If a young child, ·what is 

the preschool program available? Can they play, 

dalllce, sing, and soar? If a child, is school relevant? 

Is school safe? What is there to do after school? 
/ 

Until our communities get as fired up about our 

children as we/theydo about athletic teams, bringing ,. 

jobs to our community, and punishing crriminals, etc. 

13 
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we w9n't have a good answer to the questions: What 

have we· given the children - young and adolescent to 

DO? 

Number 2: Someone to love... and we all know that 

before you can love another, you must love yourself. 

Think about children's faces you've se.en in schools, . 

lr1eighbor~oods, childr.eny·ou've passed on those 

streets...do they have much to love about 

themselves? Many don't and therefore we can't 

.truthfully expect the love, the caring to flow outward. 

Hate flows out as evidenced by: 

14 



Gunshot. kills a child every two hours in the U.S., 


.while a police officer is killed by guns every 5 

days and 9 hours. (CDF) 

-More than 1 00,000 children bring a gun into 


.school on any given day. (NEA) 


.• 	 Homicide is now the third leading cause of death 

for elementary and middle school children. (CD) . 	 . 

The effect on. inner-city children of exposure to 

violence has caused them to show symptoms of 

post-traumatic stress' disorder comparable to 

children in Mozambique, Cambodia and 

15 



Palestine. (CD) 


More than 2.9 mi~lion children were reported 
, 

abused or neglected· in 1992. (CD) 

-Each year 1,300. 'children die as a result of abuse 

or severe neglect. (DPCp.1)· 

For too m~riy young people it is easier to find a gun' 

than a good friend,.a good mentor, or a good spirit of 

community where .all children are,considered a 

responsibility of the full community. 
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Number 3:' Something, to hope for....My son and 

daughter [and I hope yours] have many hopes -- I 

both thrive in that gleam of, hope in their eyes and 

constantly look for ways to nurture and keep that 

spark present...help me, help our administration look, 

for ways to create 'lhathope for aU children of this 

great country. Health security frees up a family for 

hopes and dreams, safer streets help free children to 

~ook at what education can be for them ... but 

untreated ear infections, uncorrected vision 

problems, lack of immuinizations, and today's most 

common fears among children leave little wonder 

. about the rationale for a lac·k of hope. 

17 
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In a recent survey conducted by Newsweek and the 

Children's Defense Fund, children between the ages 

. ~ of 10 and 17 reported! 

WHAT THEY FEAR MOST: 

1) FAMILY MEMBER VICTIMIZED BY VIOLENT 

CRIME 

2) PARENTAL JOB LOSS 

3) NOT BEING ABLE TO AFFORD A DOCTOR 

18 




There are common fears of children and we then 

even wonder 'wh,re hope has gone? 

, To put things bluntly, it isn't often we see in a 

community whether a block, a zone, in the 
, ' 

boardroom, public or private...it's not often we find 

social w()rkers, health care outreach personnel, early 

childhood and K-12 front line educators, government, 

workers and business types sitting down 

together... each has had 'tfheirown niche and seldom 

, ' 

the twain have met. I submit to you that unti~ each 

side - human development and econom'ic 

development are willing to sit at a common table ­
, , 

real reinvention of'government for families will not 
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occur. We can make application procedures simpler 

for fam ilies seeking help, we can legislate incentives 

sind tax credits, we can give health security, we can 

write more meaningful standards for our students... all 

on the one side known as human develop,ment and 

we can talk about investments, deficits, inflation, job 

creation, etc. on the economic development side but 

until' we recognize that giving people at every age 

(1 )something to do: 

(2)someone to love; and 

(3)something to hope for 

20 



are all a part of a mandatory whole just as people 


and families and communities are both parts and 


Uwhole entities..... 


we will not have accomplished the task before us. 


~ first recognized that I calred most passi~nately 


about children's issues while I was in graduate. 


school when I worked as a vol'unteer with children at 


, the Child Study Center in Little Rock. Then after the 

-

birth of my son who was diagnosed early with a 

, disability...my experiences gave voice to deep 

feelings about what children deserved from their 

families and government. I discovered I wanted my 

voice to count for children.. 
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To me, the American Dream. is an intergenerational 

.compact. Our as someone once said, one.generation, 

is supposed to leave the key under the mat for the 

next generation. We'repay our parents for their love 

ill1 the love we give our children -- whether the 

chUdren born'to us or the children of our community 

.... and we repay society for the opportunities ,we are 

given by expanding the opportunities granted 
, 

others ... that is the way it is supposed to work. You 

and I know too well it is NqT working that way. As I 

have stated earlier tonight, too many of our children 

are being impoverished financially, socially all1d 

,	spiritually. The shrinking of their futures ultilTlately 

duminishes us all. ,Whether you have ,children or end 
. 	 . 
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up Ihaving children of your own or not, I hope each of 

you ,will recognize the need for a sensible natnonal . 

family policy that continues to reverse the neglect of 

. .lour chil~ren. 

Forty-five years ago, the biggest threat to our county 

came from the other side of the Iron Curtain; from the 

nuclear weapons that could wipe out the entire 
. " ' 

planet. That threat has subsided substantially. 

Today, our greatest national threat comes not from 

some external Evil Empire, but from our own interna.l 

indif~erence that tolerates unparented' children, 

embattled"schools, pervasive poverty, racism, and 

23 



violence. 


Not for one more year can out country think' of l 

children as some footnote on our national agenda'. 

How we treat our children should be front arid 'center 
< , 

of that nationalagenda..~or ultimately ifwon't matter 





laud the members of JL or giving over a 


million ours in its 65 yea of existence and for your 

ongoing p ojects: 

Meals 0 Wheels 

Santa laus Shop 

Sen- r Connections 

C stume·Shop 

nd much more 
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Perhaps the most eloquent statement of the place, of 

.	service .in our lives was one I read by Havel, the 

playwright and first freely elected President of 

Czechoslovakia~. .in a letter he wrote to his wife Olga 

while he was imprisoned he said: "Everything 

meaningful in ,life is distinguished by a certain 

transcendence of individUlal human existence ­

beyond the lim its of ,mere 'self-care' --'·toward other 

people, toward society, toward the world. Onlly by 

. looking outward, by caring for things that,. in terms of 
I 

pure survival, you needn't bother with at all ... and by , , 

throwing yourself over and over again into the tumult 
, 	 " 

of the world,with the intention of making your voice 
I 

count - only thus will you really become a person. II . 
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I, know you will continue to throw yourself into the 

life of this community and will 'contir-ue to care about' 

things you don't have to care about at all simply to . 

IOve...for example, children whose names you don't 

even know at this, point. I challenge you to' be bold -­

!be the. creative thinkers forwhiCh_eagues_ ~ 
known. Try new'things as wen as looking for seeds 

of ideas already begun. 

We have not a choice, we must take this, moment in , 

time to introduce a new order for our families and 

children. 

27 



And so we come full circle - what child's face is 

before you? Daily as individuals/organizations -­

what will I do for·a child today? Mirror test -­

. U'ltimately my test -- Hamp/Mary-Marg~ret's eyes as 

the mirrors.' . 

Thank you. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICIAL TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION 

(Priva~y Act Statement and instructions on back) 

1. TYPE OF AUTHORIZATION 

kX TDY 0 Amendment 
(Show items amended) 

o Invitational 0 Relocation 
(Non EOP Employees Only) 

2. Traveler (First name, middle initial, last name) 

Carol H. Rasco 
3. Title of Traveler 

Asst. to the President for Domestic Policy 

4. AGENCYIDIVISION 

OPD/DPC 
S. Office Phone 

456-2216 

6. Official Duty Station 7. ~ Per Diem 

o Actual Subsistence (unusual circumstances)* 
Rate(s): 

8. TRAVEL INFORMATION 

PURPOSE: Speech: Association of Junior Leagues· - Summit, NJ 

DATE(S): Travel Begin On Travel End On 10/26~4 

mNERARY: Point of Origin (City. State) _---=-W=-=a=:s~·=-=h:.::i:.!nc!..q:::L.!:t:..:o:..:n:.:..L,--=D:..:C=--______________________ 

Summit, NJPlace(s) of Official Visitation (City. State) 

Point of Return (City. State) Washington, DC 
AMOUNT:', 

~f;{;H'9'~';'CommercialTr8nSP9rtation:,' ': ::..:c~{;(i~I';::,t(~~L';'1i~:H::: Per Diem! Actual Subsistence $ 250. 00 
Rwl Air ~---~---------+--~~~~-------

First Class :j: TransportationCoach Extra Fare* Coach Tourist Business * 204.00 
,.. , ; Rental Car 

x 

13. *, Special ProvisionslRemarks (JustiflCanon for first class !business lextra fare travel, annual leave enroute, actual subsistence, etc.) 

TOTAL, $ 
Auto Other Rate auth D Determined more advantageous 454.00 

per mile to government * '11:'SPECIAL EXPENSE AUTHORIZED 

D For convenience of traveler o Registration Fees (meeting. training. etc.) NTE common carrier cost 

---,-::-;:::='"=-:::-::-:-c-=-:-.L..-"":'"""--::-:~---'--------------____i 0 Commercial Rental Car 

.Jc,:);D,,90,v:(9~~YI!Iii~le 0 Excess Baggage not to exceed ________~----

D Other (Please identify J 
12;ADVANCEREQUEStED;;:;':"'~i,;~,': $ 

" '(meals and mis'celloneous expenses only) 

IS; Accounting data (Appropriation, division, project, veNkJr number) 

14(b) I certify that the travel herein wa viewed and determined 
to be essential for the accomplishment of agency programs 
and missions 
Approval Official (Signature and Title) 

OAFORM22 
REVISED FEBRUARY 1993 

ORIGINAL (RETURN WITH TRAVEL VOUCHER) 



I!OCT9A 09:27 FROM 62029160 5822538M TO 2024562878 VIA AT&T EASYLINK PAGE 2 OF 2 


SALES PERSON: 50 ITINERARY, 
CUSTOMER NBR: 1695000023 RHUWFA 

TO: 	 WHITE HOUSE'TRAVEL 
1600 ,PENNSYLVANIA AVE 
WASH DC 20500, 

FOR: RASCO/CAROL 

25 OCT 94 - TUESDAY 
AIR, CONTINENTAL AIRLINES FLT:318 

LV WASHINGTON NATL 
COACH 
, 359P 

ARNEWARK 526P 
RASCO/CAROL SEAT-15D 

26 OCT 
AIR 

94 - WEDNESDAY, 
,CONTINENTAL AIRLINES FLT:303 COACH / 
LV NEWARK ' 80lilA 
AR WASHINGTON NATL 911A 
RASCO/CAROL SEAT-15D 

• TOTAL AIR FARE USD 204.00 YPNUT , 
FOR AFTER HOUR EMERGENCIES 1 

CALL 800-847-0242/YOUR HOTLINE CODE'IS S-KC52 

..........•.... '. '. REMINDER .....•...... 
"e ••••••••••••• 

ALL FREQUENT FLYER BENEFITS, EARNED ON OFFICIAL TRAVEL 
ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF'THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND CANNOT 
BE REDEEMED FOR PERSONAL USE. 

ALL UNUSED TICKETS ARE TO BE RETURNED TO AMERICAN 
EXPRESS OR YOUR TRAVEL COORDINATOR IMMEDIATELY UPON 
RETURN FROM TRAVEL OR WHEN TRIP HAS BEEN CANCELED. 

THANK YOU FOR TRAVELING WITH AMERICAN EXPRESS. 

DATE: 13 OCT 94 
PAGE: 01 

EQP: MD-80 
NON-STOP 

EQP: MD-80 
NON-STOP 



130CT94 09:2~ FROM ~202~1605822538M TO 2024562878 UIA AT&T EASYLINK PAGE·1 OF 2 

.. 
EASYLINK 5822538M001 130CT94 09:27/09:27 EST 

FROM: 62029160 


AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL 

TO: 2024562878 




Contact person: Rosalyn Miller 
Phone number: x 6 2 2 4 9 

Date of request: October 24, 1994 

ACCEPTANCE OF TRAVEL EXPENSES FROM OUTSIDE SOURCE 

In order to consider whether the Government may accept from an outside source payment of 
your travel, subsistence and related expenses under the GSA travel rule, you must complete the 
information below. The outside source need not be a SOl(c)(3) organization, but if it is, please 
state so on this form and include the IRS determination letter. 

Please include a copy of the letter of invitation if one was received. 

Your name and position: 

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

Nature of meeting or similar function and how it relates to your official duties: 

Speech: The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 

Date and place(s) of travel: 

Summit, NJ - October 25-26, 1994 


Persons or entity making the payment (please also note any financial interests of the person or 

entity known to you that may be atTected by the exercise of your ~Govemment responsibilities): 


The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 

Nature of expense(s) paid for: 

Reimbursement of airfare and lodging. 

Method and approximate amount of payment (payment may be made either in-kind or by 
check made payable to U.S. Treasury; you may not directly receive payment in calih or check 
made out to you): 

This form and any accompanying memorandum of approval must be attached to your travel 
authorization. You must complete a travel voucher following the trip. Please send completed 
form to Room 128, OEOB, at least 3 days before commencement of traveL 
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1& Junior ~ague of Summlt,lnnI, ' , 

37 DeForest Avenue
I ' 

Summit, New Jersey 07901 


I , 

(908) 273-7349 

I 

Ms. carol!r'pt6n Rasco June 27, 1994 
Assistant t ,the President 

for Dornesti I Policy " 

The White House ' 

West Wing' ' 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20500"" 


, ' , 

Dear Ms. Ra1co: . .. . . 

We ate verylpleased to learn that you will be able to come to Summit 

to speak to~our Jttnior Lea~e along with ,other New Jersey area Leagues 

'onJ:Tae1fda~~ctoD~r~Z5J=f99~1 Your message will be an inspiration to all 

who hear it 'and will certainly motivate and recommit our members and the 

other,area Leag\le members about the importance of children's issues. We 

appreciate you fitting us intq your VERY busy schedlue. ' 


We would like to invite you to a dinner with our Board at 6:00 p.m. prior, 
to the 7:30 ~eeting at which you will be speaking. Please ,let us know if 
it will be cpnv,enient for you to attend. this dinner. Also, we would like' to 

'cover your travel and lodging expenses for the trip to, Summit. , We would 
be happy to.~ke travel and lodging arrangements for you; or to reimburse 

,lPu for your: own arrangemegts. Please ,let us know what \Tin be most -.. 
--ccmver:ilent for you. " 

If you have fY further questions or' if I can, be of aSSistance, 

do not hesi t te, to call me, at J9..Q.at 598-19~ , ' 


?fJ.~: . . Si~{=. . . 
St y ckett , . 

Cor onding Secretary 

Junior r..agul of S~i,t 


, 
, I 

! 
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'11:====:1 The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 
37 DeForest Avenue 
Summit, New Jersey 07901 

~ 

May 1, 1994 
Ms. Car~l Hampton Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 
The White House 
\vest Wing 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D,C. 20?00 

Dear Ms, Rasco,: 

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Stacy Beckett. I am contacting 
you on behalf of The Junior League of Summit, New Jersey. 

In February several .Summit league members and I had the wonderful opportunity 
to hear you speak at the Association of Junior Leagues International (AJiI) 
Policy Institute. Your message, which really touched us, was particulary 
timely for our league in light of our just created focus area "Building the 
Next Generation". Starting in September of next year and continuing for the 
next three to five years, this new focus area will point uS,in the direction of 
.working solely on children's issues. We would like a speaker to address our 
membership at· the beginning of .''.hp.e league year who can set the tone for this new 
undertaking with insight and ~otivation: After'hearing you speak we know that 
you are the one who can do this. Gur members believe, as you do, that every 
child should be empowered to develop to his or her potent'ial throughout life, 

We 'would be grateful if you would consider coming to speak to our membership 
next year (September, Oc'tober, November 1994)!~ There are seven other Junior 
Leagues'in'New Jersey, several of which have expressed an interest in attending 
a joint meeting with a speaker on this focus. We would be happy to coordinate 
thi.s joint meeting with you as a speaker', ,Currently our membership meets on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month however, we are open to other dates if it 
would be more convenient for you.

. . ' 

If you have any· questions:~lplease::feel:~'freetto\?give:)hie:.aceaIL'at:,'.(.908}, )9g~1922, 


I look forward' to hearing from you and hope that we can' give New Jersey Junior '" 

Leagues the wonderful opportunity to hear you speak and to begin our commitment 

to children on a high note! 




.' 
, ="4 

The, Junior ~a.gue.ofS~mmltJ Inc.· 

37' DeForest' Avenue: ' 

Summit. New Jersey 07901' . 


l!IIliiiiiiiiii­

,Stacy Be<;::kett" 
_ , ~ f ->:; 

:"-, 

'Ms. Carol Hpmpton Rasco 
Assistant· to. ,the President 

',-" 

•for/ Dom~stic Policy 
. "The·,Whit:e'H(:mse 

'1600 Pennsylvania Avepue :z 
W.~sh:iI.1gtori;: ~J) ,C ... 20500 ~Q 

'.§'~
;,: . > 

, " 
. . . ~. 

"'I I '111 ·..··\·11· It 11'1" . rEo UJ .
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

CAROl H. RASCO 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

To: 

Draft response for POTUS 
and forward to CHR by: ____ 

Draft response for CHR by: _____"______ 

Please reply directly to the writer 
(copy to CHR) by: _"__ 

Please advise by: 

Let's discuss: 

For your information: 

Reply using form code: 

File: __________ 

Send copy to (original to CHR): 

Schedule? : o Accept o Pending o Regret 



Association or J'lnior Leagues lnternatiolloi 
Washington Ofnce . 

1319 F Street, Suite 604 
Washington, DC 2004 

Phone Number: (202) 393 • 3364 
Fax Number: (202) 393 • 45! 7 

TO: -HiAAi Cureon ~ () .:2-­

COMPANY: The White House 
Domestic Policy 

FAX: 202-456-:-2878 

FROM: Christine Renero 

COMPANY: AJLI Washington 

PHONE: (202) 393-3364 

DATE: May 27,1994 

Number of Pagcs, including (over sheet: 2· . 

PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY! THANK YOU. 


10'd £OO'ON lS:Sl v6.l~ A~W 



,. 


,... 
. " ._.:AJLI_ 

THE ASSOCIATION' OF JUNIOR LEAGUES INTERNATIONAL. INC• 

. WASHINGTON OFFICE 

MEMORANDUM 


TO~ 	 Hanna Curcon 
Domestic Policy 
The White House 

FROM. 	 Christine Benero 
Director, Washington Office 
Association of Junior. Leagues 

May 27, 1994 

REI 	 June 8th H88tinq~with Carol Rasco 

Thank you for your assistance in exploring the possibility of 
arranging a meeting with Carol Rasco and the newly elected 
President of the Association· of 3unior Leagues International (AJLI) 
on Wednesday, June 8th. As we discussed briefly on the phone the 
Association has had the privilege of meeting with Carol on two 
occasions, once for an interview for our magazine and most recently 
in February when Carol addressed a meeting of 500 Junior League 
members from around the country. On both occasions, Carol offered 
to sit down with members of the Association's Board of Directors to 
discuss issues of mutual concern. . 

We are hoping to take advantage of that invitation. In April of 
this year, at' their annual meeting, the membership of the 
Association (representing 192,00 women) elected Nancy B. Evans 
President of the Board of Directors, a two year term of office. At 
this· same annual meeting' the Association. adopted a resolution 
defining their position on the issue of Maternal and Child Health. 
It is this resolution and the introduction of Nancy Evans as 
President that we ,",o.uld like to discuss w1t::.h Carol. 

Nancy will be in Washington on June 8, 1994 and could arrange to 
meet with Carol at any time that day. Nancy would be accompanied 
by Holly Sloan, the Association's Executive Director, and myself. 

Thank you aqain'forassistinq with'ourrequast. If there is any 
further information I could provide at this time please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 202-393-3364. I look forward to hearing 
from. you. 

1319 F. STREET. N.w. SUITE 604 WASHINGTON D.C. 20004 202·393-3364 FAX 202-393-45]7 

~O'd £OO'oN 85:51 t76,l~ "lJW l15t7-£6£-~o~:aI 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 31, 1994 

stacy Beckett 
Corresponding Secretary 
The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 
37 DeForest Avenue 
Summit, NJ 07901 

Dear Stacy: 

Please convey to everyone involved with my visit last week how­
very much I enjoyed the opportunity to he with all of you, AND 
how much I appreciated all that so many of you did to make the 
trip both productive and highly enjoyable. Everything was done 
in typically well-organized Junior League fashion. 

The gifts continue to stun me ••• a book called FACES, the crystal 
votive with the lovely words spoken as it was presented and even 
the card with faces of children! 

Dinner was a special treat and I appreciate the time each person 
took to dine with me. Plus, it was nice to see the rescue squad
having such a good time! 

I don't have the full names, correct spelling or addresses of all 
with whom I met, so I will depend on you to say to each, "Thank 
you from Carol." 

I will look forward to hearing from you if it appears you will be 
visiting the DC area and above all, I will be thinking about you 
as May 22 approaches. ,My very best wishes to you and your 
husband at such a special time in your lives. 

Sincerely, 

Carol H. 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 

CHR:ram 



stacy Beckett 

Dear stacy: 

Please convey to everyone involved with my visit last week how 
very much I enjoyed the opportunity to ,be with all of you, AND 
how much I appreciated all that so many of you did to make the 
trip both productive and highly enjoyable. Everything was done 
in typically well-organized Junior League fashion. 

The gifts continue to stun me •••• a book called FACES, the crystal 
votive with the :lovely words spoken as it was presented and even 
the card with faces of children! 

Dinn~r was a special treat and I appreciate the time each person 
took, to dine wit,h me. Plus, it was nice to see the rescue squad 
having such a good time! 

I don't have the full names, correct spelling or addresses of all 
with whom I met, so I will depend on you to say to each, "Thank 
you from Carol." 

I will look forward to hearing from you if it appears you will be 
visiting the DC area and above all, I will be thinking about you 
as May 22 approaches. My very best wishes to you and your 
husband at such a special time in your' ,lives. 

Si~cerely, 

CHR 
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The Junior League of Summit. Inc. 
37 DeFor8$t Avenue 
SummIt. New Jersey 07901 
(908) 273-7349 

Ms. Rosalyn Hiller OCtober 14, 1994 
Executive Assistant to 
Ms. Carol Hampton Rasco 
The White House 
West \ling 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Miller. 

In a recent discussion with Pat Roman1, she mentioned that Ms. Rasco 
wanted some add1tional Information on the projects the Summit Junior 
League has been involved w1th. The Junior League of SUmmit (JLS) is 
celebrating its 65th year of serv1ce this year. I have attached -a copy 
of an artIcle outlining the dIfferent projects in which the JLS has 
been involved with during this time. I think Ms. Rasco will find 1t 
very informative CUrrently the major project of the (JLS) is the 
operation and maintence of a Thrift and Consignment shop in Summit. 
Prlmarly through these shop revenues the JLS has been able to gi~e back 
over $2 million dollars to the community through direct service 
prolects,grants,and scholarships. 

OVer the past year our League has undergone a "focusing" process in 
which our members have commit.ted to "Building t.he Next Generation". We 
are in the process now of defin1ng a "s1gnature project" in this focus 
area. This year and for the next three to five years. we will 
ded1cate our League to making a difference in the 11ves of children by 
in1tIat1ng programs involving direct service projects, public aWal'eness 
educat1on. and advocacy. We are so excited that Ms. Rasco is comming 
at th1s time and know that she will inspire our members as wll as 
further commit them to their chosen focus area. It will also be an 
excellent opprotunlty for other area Leagues, w1th chllderens issues as 
their focus, t.he wonderful opportunIty-to hear Ms. Rasco speak. 
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The Junior league of Summit, Inc. 

VOL 28, 
NO::2 1994 

OCTOBl!R 

LEAGUE IS FOUNDED ON THE EVE OF, 

THE"GREATDEPRESSION,65,YEARS AGO 

.' . . . . .. : ~ " ' 

By Kri$ SinnenbefQ. Public I}e/~tions Ch,irwom,n 
" . 

It's the late 1920s; the stock market crashes leading to the Great Depression,' d~indllng aavlngs, failed 
businessu, and bread lines. Twenty';five women gather and decide to help lnose who are ress fortunate. The 
Summit Junior Service,League (whlchJater changes its name to the Junior Le~gue of Summit) Is founded. The 
original members' of the ·league created a nonprofit service organization which .pioneer,ad, ~ealth. welfare, 
recreation, 'and cultu'ral endeavor •• It came into being on the .v. of the Depression and 'continued tCJ serve 

, those in need .thr~ughout subseQuenpNorld crisel. , . ' , 

4a 'The ~gu. has .IW~Y' be.n In~ov:tiv. wI1.~:I!~::th"",A perfOt~~n~. by Mario. Gtand DU~h~" of 
J Russia. benefitted the unemployed of Summit. League members als.o staffed the unemployment off~ce, wo,ked 

in sewing rooms, distributed flour, and delivered pay checks. ine League staned the first use of in-hospital 
volunteers to relieve the ,egular staff. at Overlook Hospital. A portable x-ray machine, the most modern unit of 
its Jdnd for bedside examinations, was also donated to Overlook. The League's Thrift Shop became a permanent 
ways and means project and helped people during the Depression by providing clothes and household goods 
at inexpen~ive prices. Shirley Temple's porty, from the,motion picture ·Curley-Top," came to town in a circus 
sponsored' by the League. . 

, . .. ~ .. 
The Wit Yea,. 

While coping with the problems of shortages, League members also added the war-time Jobs of victory 
gardening, canning, and the salvag';, of·metal, paper, and fat. The League his been ,ecycling for years) The 
majoritv of League members worked for. the Red Cros,s (members' worked 1 ,000 hours and made surgical 
dressings), U.S.O., and Overlook Hospital. League volunteers also helped the ,ation 
Refugee Relief Workrooms. and War Bond Drives. They also furnished 
chaperonea for groups of Summit girls going to the U.S.O. at Camp 
KUme" while also arranging 8 -rhanksglvlng supper/dance for 20 boys 
It the camp. The Leag'ue was instrumental in organIzing Family 
Service A.asociation from the former Cooperative Service Organization. 
Another major concern of League members was the Summit Home for 
Children,. Not only did the League help with financial assistance, but 
volunteers helped, supervise children. plan parties. take them on 
outings to farms and playgrounds. and send them to camp. A Mental 
Hygiene Clinic was established as a result of a PrOVisional elalS study 
and $400 was given to get it started.' late in the decade. the League 

"l(p~rimented in approved entenainments for local children. Morning 
.ovl8a were shOWn at the Strand Theatre In Summit and stage 

; productions, including • Aladdin and His lamp, • were given at the high 
, school. (Continued on p811e fOUl.) 

British War Relief, 

1 
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GUE IS 'FOUNDED ;Conri~ued from 'c'QverJ 

.... .';, ;; 

The 1950. 
, t. 

~ Consignment Sh,q~f,or the. League was opened. The building at 37 DeForest was purchased, which now' 
houses-both the ~hrlft and'Conslgnment Shops. An After School ~~re program, to help the city', -latch key 
children of working parents, was established.",,: the Field House at SOldier's Memorial Field. Financial, 
administrative, and volunteer assistance was given to the, group renamed the Summit Child Care Center: Fund~ ,: 
for the down Qayment Of their first building at Woodland Avenue were given, 10 secc could ~xpana io all' day 
care~ 'Tne Summit Junior Servic~:league officiallv merged, wi~h ihe Junior League of Morristown and, became 
the',Summit Unit Ithe largest League in, New Jersev). 

,,' " • •• I ':; :'. • ;' • ~ ~ , • '" • ,,". • • ~ • 

The '960, . ';'" , 
Ma.nv programs started from League funding are still successful today. The Summit Rescue, Squad, 

comprised "of three members and" 1 0 volunteers. provided free emergency firSNJld and ambulance 
tranaponation. Withi'na few months, the squad expanded to include 60 members, of which eight were League 
members! That year, in addition to donating the 'Gmanpower, II the League donated .15,000 to pur~ha$e an 
ambulance plus ,$5,000 to help construct the squad's headQuarters. The Summit Speech School. ,the, .f~st 
speech sehool for deaf and hard of hearing pre-school children in New Jersev, was founded. A $10,000 grant 
was given to a brand new program called ~~eals o!"l.Wheels.- Volunteers brought nourishing meals to people' 
in the Summit area who were unable to' prepare food fOFthemselves. And the Santa Claus Shop began; 
volu'nteers provided presents'during the nolidavs to needy families. In 1965, the Summit Unit changed its name 
to t~e Junior League of Summit (JLS), Incorporated. Hurrayi' ," 

The 1970s' , , 
Members spent time on projects in drug abuse, social work for Spanish and low-income families, Outreach 

Clinio at Overlook, Grantsmanship, Teen'Arts Festival, Human GroWth Education, Cerebral Palsy, SAGE, Barrett 
H01Jse, the Art Center, Summit Histori~al Society, Summit Child Care Center, Summit Speech School, 
NeJohborhood Council, and the Summit Board of Educ~tion. The le~gue funded the Jaws of Life, Reeves-Reed 
Arboretum, and the N.J' .•Youth Symphony. "'. ,.,' , ..~ .. ,,. , ~: . ' 

e , " 

The 1980i:: ~. ' :' " , ,', 
Senior Connections, a free bus service for Summit'$ elderly was started' as a 'Provision~1 project. The 

handicap-accessible playground at Soldier's Memorial Field was built bv League funding and members. The jLS 
cbstume depa('tment expanded and became the Costume Shop, which moved to Hillview School, New 
Providen'ce: The' JL.S residency requirement was eliminated and self-submission for membership became 
available. " ~' • ' , ' , 

."f.'.·, " ' The '990$ ' . . . ," 
Se',vj'ng'and improving the greater Summit area has been a 66 year commitment. But the League.'.'reach 

also extended to the Persian Gulf bV sending care packages to those serving,ln the Gulf War. :' ": . '. . ., 
" .. 

'Trained volunteers can successfull,Y. create, implement, and fund new ideas'~\"Over·'·.2,.milli~ h~s been 
given back to the communitY through direct service projects, grants, and scholarShips: BUt'more ,Imponantlv, 
League members have given ,over a million hours of service since the L.eague began;- sald.:.IlS President Susan 
Hunter. -This year, and for the next three to five years, we will dedicate our League to making 8 ,'difference in 
the lives of 'children by. Initiating programs involving direct service projects, public awarenes. education, and 
advocacy. We will continue to build the next generation.· : 

:c.;::' " . ". , ., 

!~.• r:' .....' • 

, ~ '. ~ , 

••tw'·' 

'" 
rof.'" 
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• 3Toumtp to ajf'OCUStb 1Leag'Ut 
{: ...~.: 

= 
F$2 • • a 
December }992 . lanuaa 199.J. , , 
Focusing Task Force established FTF begins educating . 

" . 
",:" . Membership on Focusing 
.. , .r 

Marm,1993 
JLS Members Vote To Focus J 

April 1993 

iJ " 

',' 

, .' 
: PIOject Development begins 


Co~unity Needs Assessment 


FaJ1 1993 .: I 
Community Needs presented to Membership. 


:.' 
:." Possible Fo~ tueas discussed at Speak.Ups 


iatm,tX l!H ,;H . I
" :. .... .~ 

First Draft of Policy Statement p~ted to ns Membership 

Februaor • March 1994 
"", . . ' Policy Statment revised based on Membership input and ctiscuS6ion , . ' 

Aprll1994 .' ': ;" 
;.,':.: JIS Members adopt the "Building the Next Generation" Policy Statement and Project 

, _._ ....:,~eJopment preaeniS ~i~n Acootitplishedand Car;"g Kids PlOjec~ lor nexl yea, I 
May 1994 '. '. . 
O;Immunity Assistance Round ~ble held to discuss the grantS process in light of Focusing 

Falll994 . . ' ..' .. "; .... :"~,' . . 

Focusing Task Force continues to:e~ League ~~ctur:e and plO(es~s in ,light of FOCUSing} 
,~ith all ~sults and recommendations to be presented back to the Me1'llbership ,.,;.: .. , '. . ." ~ " 

.... 
~" ", . 
'., ,,* ~';~.. ~' • I 
. " 

t-;.::, 

.. . .. ~ I.. 

. ..',' 

.... ~ '.' *- '\ 

Check Inklings for mote updates. hom your 

. Focusing Task.Force 


::.';;./ . ... 
'.: 
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, STACY STEPHENS BECKETT 


157 ASHI.AND ROAD 

SUMMIT. NEW JERSEY 


(908) 598-1922 
OCT 3 /99L1 ()

'Ms. Patricia B. Roman1 G'
Staff ASS!st.ant/SCheduling 

"'[::7The White House 
West Wing 'F 
1600 Pennsylvania Avemle 
Washington, D.C. 20500 September 29. 1994 

I 
Ilear Pat, ~ ~ \0\3 
Here e brief bullet point.s, of the items we discussed on the phone the 
at r day. I ha hOl:o of Ms. Rasco., I will be 
ut of town Oetobe through October 8. If there are any urgent 

issues please feel free t.o cont.aot. san Hunter at (908) 598-0425. She 
is the president of ' The Junior I.eague of Summit. 
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Page 2 

.,,..* Per your request. 1tems' Hs. Rasco might want to touch on.. 1n 
her speech: 


The contribution Jun10rLeagues can make to 

children's1ssues, 


We would be very interested In hearing about the 
meetIng Ms. Rasco had wIth Nancy Evans. president of 
the· Associatlon of Junlor Leagues International. 
dlscusslng other Leagues work around children and 
chl1drens health issues. 

I \01.111. give you a call during the week to see 1£ you have any further quesions. 

As always thank you so 'Iuuch for aU your help . 


. ~elY yours, 

St~cy~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 30, 1994 

Ms. Stacey Beckett 
Corresponding Secretary; 
The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 
37 DeForest Avenue 
Summit, New Jersey 07901 

Dear Ms. Beckett: 
" , 

This is to confirm Ms. Rasco's acceptance of, "your' invitation " 
to address the Junior Leagues ot' "New Jersey on the subj ect.. 
of" Children' s Issues on October 25~' 1994 at your 7:30' p.m. 
meeting. 

I will contact you in the near future about logistical needs 
and travel arrangements for Ms.~asco. 

Should you need .tocontact me, r can be reached on 202-456-22 

/ .-)incerelY, . ~.. ., 

~~~~ __ ••-c; 

PatriciaE:' Romani 
Staff'Assistant/Scheduling,: 
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~he Junior League of Summit. Ino. 
31 DeForest Avenue 
! ' 

S,ummlt. New Jersey 07901 

(908) 273·7349 

, Ms. carol!r'pton Rasco June 27, 1994 
Assistant t the President 
for Domesti Policy

• I

'The Whl.te House 

West Wing 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington" D.C. 20500 


Dear Ms. RaiCO: . 
We are very ,pleased to learn that you will be able to come to Summit 

to speak to~our Jtmior League along with other New Jersey area Leagues 

onj:~'l'uesda~'Qctober'"'25 /'1998. Your message will be an inspiration to all 

who hear it 'and will certainly motivate and reconmit our members and the 

other area League members about the :importance of children t s issues. We 

appreciate you fitting us into your VERY busy schedule. 


We would like to invite you to a dinner with our Board at 6:00 p.m. prior 
to the 7:30 reeting at which you will be speaking. Please let us know if 
it will be cpnvenient for you to attend this dinner. Also, we would like to 
cover your t:ravel and lodging p.xpenses for the trip to Summit. We would 
be happy to inake tr~vel and lodging arrangements for you, or to reimburse 
~ for your own. artan~!}!§. Please let us know,what YiE be most ­
~venient tor you. 

pleaseIf you have Ffurther questions or if I ca,n be of assistance, 
do not hesit te to call me at J.9.Q8) 598-1922~_ ' 

~~ si~relY yours. ' 

~~(~-'~
St y ck.ett 

COL onding Secretary 

Junior Leagul of StlIlJllit 


I , 
! 



l 
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QUESTIONS FROM ?TACEY BECKETT 

NEW JERSEY JUNIOR LEAGUE 

.EVENT: OCTOBER 25 

o Thus far; .approximatelY 400 
attendees' .... ,. . " .. 

_.' - , '. '. .. , .. 

:: 




The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 
37 DeForest Avenue 

Summit. New Jersey 07901 

~ 

May 1, 1994 
Ms. Carol Hampton Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 
The Whi te House 
West Wing 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear·Ms. Rasco: 


Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Stacy Beckett. I am contacting 

you on behalf of The Junior League of Summit, New Jersey. 


In February several Summit league members and I had the wonderful opportunity 

to hear you speak at the Association of Junior Leagues International (AJLI) 

Policy Institute. Your message, which really touched us, was particulary 

timely for our league in light of our just: created focus area "Building the 

Next Generation". Starting in September of next year and continuing for the 

next three to five years, this new focus area will point us in the direction of 

working solely on children's issues. We would like a speaker to address our 

membership at the beginning of the league year who can set the tone for this new 

undertaking with insight and motivation. After hearing you speak we know that 

you are the one who can do this. Our members believe, as you do, that every 

child should be empowered to develop to his or her potential throughout life. 


We would be grateful' if you would consider coming to speak to our membership 

next year (September, October, November 1994). There are seven other Junior 

Leagues in New Jersey, several of which have expressed an interest in attending 

a joint meeting with a speaker on this focus. We would be happy to coordinate 

this joint meeting with you as a speaker. Currently our membership meets on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month however, we are open to other dates if it 

would be more convenient for you. 


If you have any questions please feel' free to give.mea'caILat{908) §9G:-:-1922. 

I look forward to hearing from you and hope that we can give New Jersey Junior .~ 

Leagues the wonderful opportunity to hear you speak and to begin our commitment 

to children on a higp note .----.-:- . .------ -... - _..--,...-.----- _ ... - .. 




-----------

THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

CAROL H. RASCO 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

To: 

Draft response for POTUS 
and forward to CHR by: ___ 

Draft response for CHR by: -----:-------....f'---tr--- ­

. Please reply directly to the writer 

Please advise by: -----\\--'-.-"'d--+"'-"'--',,--------- ­

let's discuss: ______~______________ 


For your information: ______ 


Reply using form code: ________________ 


File: 


(copy to CHR) by: ---+--:::....----..........--\I--'I-'&l''''''-~---

Send copy to (original to CHR): _____________ 

Schedule? : o Accept o Pending o Regret 


Designee to attend: ______ 


Remarks: 'f"{ ( re'. JJth::L L~ 

~~~~,--------------------------
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OCT 1 7 1994 
The Junior league of Summit, In~ 
37 Deforest Avenue 

Summit. New Jersey Om1 
(908) 273-7349 \ 

~~ &'c:J6J1 
FR!M: Junio't' League of Sl.mnit, Inc.. 

Phone: (908)@fj 71J!.Q FAX: (908) 522-4553 
~oyg -lq z,l.. 

IXXlH:Nr: Ct:Ner page plus ~St Total to pages 

CCJlm!nts:.p1C2 Cod1 (qOg JffiS - B 22:tCAJr fue er,.PJ' 

l~ >. 
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; r.::=:=1 The Junior League of Summit. Inc. 
37 DeForest Avenue 
Summit, New Jersey 07901 

(908) 273·7349 

Ms. Rosalyn Hiller· OCtober 14, 1994 
Executive Assistant to 
Ms. carol Hampton Rasco 
The White House 
West Wing 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Hiller. 

Ina recent discussion with Pat Romani, she mentioned that Hs. Rasco 
wanted some additional 1nformation on the projects the Summ1t Juniol' 
League has been involved with. The Junior League of Summit (JLS) is 
celebrat1ng its 65th year of serv1ce this year. I have attached ~ copy 
of an article outlining the different projects in which the JLS has 
been involved with during this time. I think Ms. Rasco will find it 
very informative Currehtlythe major project of the (JLS) is the 
operation and maintence of a Thrift and Consignment shop 1n Summit. 
Prlmarly through these shop revenues the JLS has been able to give back 
over $2 milUon dollars to the community through direct service 
projects,grants,and scholarships. 

Over the past year our League has undergone a "focusing" process in 
which our members have committed to "Building the ~ext Generation". We 
are in the processno\l of defining a "Signature project" in this focus 
area. This .year and for the next three to five years, we will 
dedl~ate our League to makIng a difference in the lives of children by 
initiating programs involving direct service projects. public awareness 
educat1on, and advocacy. We are so . excited that Hs. Rasco is comming 
at this time and know that she will inspire our members as w11 as 
further commit them to the1r chosen focus area. It will also be an 
excellent opprotunlty for other area Leagues, '.11th chllderens issues as . 
their focus, ·the wonderful opportunIty to hear Ms. Rasco speak. 
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There are a'few other logistical points w 	 on: 

'R 	 We would like to have newspaper' photographers at \ the J 1/1/\,--0 ) ' 

recept1on~ " ' 0--' '-"-" 
We would 	Uke to Ideo tape the speeCh. ~ 
We have a, cal TV station that might be interested in taping 
the s~ ,~nd broadcasting j t. at a later date. ,~ 

W received Ms. Rasco's flight information from Pat Roman!, H'A ~~ 
we will get back to you by OCtober 20 as to who 1s gOingtoJ~V 

pick up Its. Rasco. .. 	 ~~~ Csttr'-') 
Thank you for all your help. Please do not hesitate to cal~ if Ms. Rasco, 
has any further questions. I can be reached at (908) 598-1922., 

Sincerely. 

Stacy .Beckett 
Corresponding secretary 

. " 

." ' 

", ''' .. '. .' , 

~J ,. ., ,. 1" 	 \ 

" 

,I. 
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I The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 

OCTOBERVOL. 28, 

I 	 NO.2 1994 

CITSABANNsRM! j 
LEAGUE IS FOUNDED ON THE EVE OF 


THE GREAT DEPRESSION~ '65 ,YEARS AGO 

• 1 	 ' .' • • i: ~ " • 

By Kti, Sinnenberq. Pubilc Re/8rions ChairwoMan 
: . ' 

It's ,the late 1920s: the stock market crashes leading to the Great Depression,' ci~indling $8vlngs, failed 
businesses, and bread lines. Twenty':five women gather and decide to help those who are less fortunate. The 
Summit Junior Service League (whlchJater changes its na'me to the Junior Le~gue of SuMmit) Is founded. The 
original members' 6; the ,leagua created a nonprofit service organization which .pioneer,ed. ~ealth. welfare, 
recreation, 'and cultu',al endeavors. It came into being on the eve of the Depression and 'continued, tp serve 

. those in, need .thr~ughout subSeQUen~:.world crises. 	 , " : 

" ': 
, The 1930. ~" '.'1 

The League has always been innovative when helping others. A performance by Marie, Gr~~d Duchess of
1	Russia. benefitted the unemployed of Summit. League members, also staffed the unemploym~nt office, worked 

in sewing rooms, dlstributed.flou" and delivered pay checks. The League started the first use of in-hospital 
volunteers to relieve the regutar staff. at Overlook Hospital. A portable X-ray machine, the most modern unit of 
its kind for bedside examinations, was also donated to Overlook. The league's .Thrift Shop became a permanent 
ways arid means project and helped people dUring the Depression by providing clothos and household goods 
at inexpen"ive prices. Shirley Temple'. pony, from thernotion picture ·Curley-Top,· came to town in a circus 
sponsored by the league. . " 

' .. ,: 
The War Years 

While coping with the proble",,, of s~ortage$, League members also ad~ed the war-time Jobs of victory 
gardening. canning, and the salvage of-metal. paper, and tat. The League has been recycling for yearst The 
majority of league members 'worked for. the Red Cros,s' (members' worked 1,000 hours and made $urgical 
dressings), U.S.O., and Overlook Hospital. league volunteers also helped the ration board War 
Refugee Relief Workrooms. an,d War Bond Orives. They also furnished 
chaperones fot groups of Summit girls going to the U.S.O. at Camp 
Kilmer, while also arranging a Thanksgiving supper/dance for 20 boys 
at the camp.' The League "(as instrumental in organizing Family 
Service AssociatIon from the former Cooperative Service Organization. 
Another major concern,of Liague members was the Summit Home for 
Children,. Not only did the League help with financial assistance. but 
volunteers helped supervise children, S)lan parties,' take them on 
outings to farms and playgrounds. and send them to camp. A Mental 

. ,Hygiene Clinic was established as a result of a Provisional class study 
and $400 was given to get it staned.' Late in the decade, the League1,experimented in approved entertainments fo, local children. Morning 
movies were shown at the Strand Theatre In Summit and stage 


, productions, including • Aladdin and His Lamp, • were given at the high 

. school. (Continued on 'page fouf.) . 




P.05The Jr~ L.a9ue,of Summit 19085224553 

'.' :';,. 

".. LEAGUE IS 'FOUNDED fConiin'ued from 'c'Over, ;,,; ',' ' .. : ,';, .. ; " Jt 
~-" " .; . 

. The 1950. 
A Consignment Shqp f,af the League was opened. The building at 37 DeForest was purchased, which now 


housbs·both the Thrift and'Consignment Shops. An After Schoof Care program, to help 'the city's -latch key 

children of working parents, was established,~at the Field House at Soldier's Memorial Field. Financial, 

administrative, and volunteer assistance was given to the, group reriained the Summit Child Care Center: Funds 

for the down :payment Of their first building at Woodland' Avenue were given. so SCCC could .expand to all' day 

care. The Summl't Junior Service -league officially merged with the Junior League of Morristown and, became 

the ',SumlT)it Unit Ithe largest League in, New Jersey). ' "'" " ' , " 


" .,' ,. " ;; :'. . .. ~ . ........ 


The 1960$ , ':' , ' 
Ma,ny programs started from League funding are stil/successful today. The Summit Rescue, Squad, 

compriaid, of three members and, ,10 volunteers; provided free emergency firSNlld and' ambulance 
'transportation. Within '8 few months, the squad expanded to include 60 members, of which eight were League Congr; 
members! That year, in addition to donating the '"manpower, • the League don'ated $15,000 ,10 pur~hase an tume'£ 

'paring 1, ambulance pluseS,OOo to help construct the squad's headQuarters. The Summit Speech School, ·thp,,first 
ntachhspee'ch school for deaf and hard of hearing pre-school children in New Jersey. was founded. A $10,000 grant de :over

was given to a brand new. program called ~Meals ora, Wheels.· Volunteers brought nourishing meals t~ people' tember 
in the Summit area who were unable to' prepare food fO,ri.themselves. And the Santa Claus Shop \began; ught eli 
volunteers provided presents 'during the holidays to needy families. In 1965, the Summit Unit changed its name el The ( 
to t~e Junior League of Summit {JLS), Incorporated. Hurravi ',,', ale rack 

The, • 
The ,1970s' , mbersh 

Members spent time on projects in drug abuse, social work for Spanish and low-income families, Outreach sider y 
ephanieClinic at Overlook, Grantsmanship, Teen Arts Festiva~ Human GroWth Education, Cerebral Palsy, SAGE, Barrett 
ulciloVIHOJJse, ,the Art Center, Summit Histori~al Society, Summit Child Care Center, Summit Speech SchOOl, 


Ne,lghborhood CounCil. and the Summit Board of Eduea.tion. a:he League funded the Jaws of Life, Reeves-Reed 

Arboretum, and the ~.J...Youth SY~PhO~y., < • c' • ,:,,' ,,' ::' ' 


'\ "The 1980i": .: ' ' . ~, ,'.. , ! .:: .. ' 

SerJior Connections. 8 free bus service for Summit's elderly was started as '8 Provisional project. The 

handicap-accessible playground at Soldier'S Memorial Field was built by League funding and members. The jLS 

cOstume ,df!.P~("trnent expanded and became the Costume Shop~ which moved to Hillview SchOOl, New 

Providen'ce. The JLS residency requirement was eliminated and! self·submission for membership became 

available. " " ~ . '. ' , 


'::"':~" ,'" , 'The 1990s ". , ",,.. 

Servin"and improving the, greater Summit area has been a 65 year commitment. But the League.', reach, 


also extended 'to the Persian Gulf by sending care. packages to those serving .in the Gulf 'War ~ :,' ", ' 

". . . :~ 

. Trained volunteers can succesafuUy,c;reate, implement, and fund new ideaS':'''Over'$2'i~i~Ji~ h~s been 

given back to the community through ttirect ser~ice projects. grants, and scholar$hips; BUt' more .Importantly,· 

League members have given over a million hours of service since the League begani" said, :JtSPresident Susan 

Hunter. -This year, and for the next three to five years, we will dedicate our League'to making a,'difference in 

the lives of 'children by.lnltiating programs Involving direct service projects. public awareness education" and 

advocacy. We will continue to buUdthe next generation.· ' ';'_' : 


: .~ '. ,I ' 
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," =e, . .. • i'•as 
December 1992 . lanuaty 1993 , 
FoCuSing Task Force established FTF begins educatb~ 

MembershiJ> on Fcx:using 

• tn' 

" '.,.:., . 
, ~" 

March 199.1 
ns Members Vote To Focus 

April1??3 . 

jj " 

Project'Development begins 
 " 
. C:O~unity.Needs Assessment 

Fall 1923 '; I 
Commuriity Needs presented to Membership. 


:.' 
PossibJe .F~~ ~eas discussed atSpea.k-Ups 


IanuatY 1994 .,~. . 
,,' . ; IFirst Draft of Policy Statement presented to JIS Membership 

, ' 

';' , ~, Februal)! • March 1994 
, 

'. 

.. 
' 

Poli~ Statment revised based on Membership input and discu55ion " 

April 199' . . " h 

.~,.: ': JIS Memb~s adopt the' "BuUding the Next Generation" Policy Statement and Project
.:: , ,';/~~velopment presents ~~~n Accomplished and Caring Kids projects for next year I

-:: .1-" ' 

May 1924 ,." 
~mmunity Assistance Round ~ble held to discuss the grantS process in light of Focusing 

=.::TasHo",. contilIU6 to~i.:lague ~iiuctuud proces,!, in ,lIgh' of FOCUSing! 
.~i~ all ~sults and recommendations to be pEe$ented bilCk to the Mem:J>ership ... 

, ;.: ': " , 1* "I • 

. :',. 

~"" 

'" ',' ;.;~ .. t, .' /." 
.::.....: .. '. 
'". t ': ..:;~ ': ~:: 

.!I~:, 

~l.~~:'~ , : 
.' : '. ... • "j~ J 

" "....,' '" .
'''' .: ,~., \"'I.... , .. .,'" ,'" ..... . '" '" , 

:~:C,,~;,,:';?>::' ~t ,rt, :almo~t ~btrt! 
. . . , ,.' .. ".'. , .. ", '. ' ~ , . . 

... ' #" I ... ,~ , 

, , 

Check Inklings for more updates,&om your 

',' . 'FQcusing Task,Force 


t. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

CAROl H. RASCO 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

To: 

Draft response for POTUS 
and forward to CHR by: _~~____ ~ __ ~__ ~ __ ~ ___~_ 

Draft response for CHR by: 

Please reply directly to the writer 
(copy to CHR) by: • 

Please advise by: ~._~ 

let's discuss: ____~_~_~___~ 

For your information: ~___.____________.___ 

:::" ~Od',-_~ ~ 

Send copy to (0 gina~ CHR): ____ 

Schedule? : o Accept o Pending o Regret 

Designee to attend: __________________ 

Remarks: ____________£-_-\­
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The Junior League of Summit, Inc. 
37 DeForest Avenue NOV 1 4 1994 
Summit. New Jersey 07901 
(908) 273-7349 

November 7, 1994 

Ms. Carol Hampton Rasco 

Assistant to the President for Domestic Affairs 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20006 


Dear Carol: 

On behalf of the members of the Junior League of Summit, I send our sincere thanks for 
speaking at our Membership Meeting last week. You were an inspiration to all of us. 

As we begin the important work of "Building the Next Generation" in the Summit area, we will 
try always to be guided by the faces of children. If we are true to them, I know we cannot 
fail in our efforts. 

We will write to you about the decisions that we make regarding our future programs and 
projects for children. And, we truly appreciate your support and leadership in Washington. ' 

Isusan Hunter 
President 

';' , 
., .: , ;, ' ;" 
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P~E6 -llIURSDAY, ,OCTOBER 27; 1994 - SUMMIT OBSERVER I 

__.. ·(details h:ow' 'to, ed'u,cate,:c'hi:i:d;ren.,,:i.I'J;, 

.' " . ....'. ,', ';';.~::j• . :·'\;T:~'. .~' ..'.:,":' '.....~.: : . ~.:) 

on Je3nring" she gained from her down; from Washington into neigh.,~:, ..·She,alsQc~ ~;~:~\ 
jUnior le.ague.,experienCe~ borhoods and familieS. . : . ·~dren ImW loSt the ~"dfkivO':\ 
.••il leame4a~,~i?lomacy 8ild ~l "Children shOUldnotbe;~si(i~~t..t.leinS~V~~\and ~a~~~:.' . 

some of!he mostlDltially scary aCti~l· a footnote on.~natioDaJa~",~k,~Qoving others., ..:"', .,. " 
ties .can,be some.of lifo's most~orth- Otherwise; it ·*oit~t1natteiwbat~i{"
while . ad.writtires',- n.'.CalledR.8sc:io; '~-.'';. a1 '.' .~.: ·tt .........:..... ....ft . .f . .... " wa nauon ag~af ............. 

~~t of !he ~w~ ~VO!~ ~ ,.,.' '. Suqt i~,::apparently .•.. 


oulhmng Rasco s ~tiC phil0i/o- ". wil:li<those' qfHuntet JIM .. tIle,.. 


.g::~::E:SE<~tN~~c~,
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